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Ronchamp Gatehouse and Monastery

  
  

A convent for 12 Poor Clare nuns, built into the hillside.The nuns' idea was to live in
the place, not to let the hill be abandoned; it had infact turned into a place of
architectural pilgrimage, losing the religious function of Le Corbusier's chapel.
Without interfering with the chapel, the hill was cut in three parts to place the
convent: 12 rooms for the sisters, 12 for guests, an oratory, sewing workshops and
common spaces. The rooms look out onto the forest and its silence, interpreting the
nuns' need for contemplation and meditation.
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Dati Progetto

Design 2006-2008

Construction 2008-2011

Total floor area of the convent 1.825 m2 

Total floor area of the visitors'
centre

457 m2

Height 4 m

Floors 1 on two levels

  

Credits

Client Association Œuvre Notre-Dame du Haut,
Association des amis de Sainte Colette

Architect Renzo Piano Building Workshop, architects in
collaboration with Atelier Corajoud, landscape
architects (Paris)

Consultants SLETEC (structure, MEP and cost control); M.Harlé
(graphics and signage); C. Guinaudeau (planting);
Nunc / L.Piccon (project co-ordination); P.Gillmann
(construction management)
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Immagini

Subject Mock-up and work meeting with Sister Brigitte de
Singly and the team.

Date 2010-07-06

Image code ron__142

Author Vincent, Paul

Copyright Renzo Piano Building Workshop
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Subject Aerial view of the hill at the start of construction
work

Date (2009)

Image code ron__136

Author -

Copyright Renzo Piano Building Workshop
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Subject Paul Vincent and Poor Clare nuns visiting the site

Date 2010-07-06

Image code ron__138

Author Bolle, Florian

Copyright Renzo Piano Building Workshop
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Subject Construction site

Date 2011-06

Image code ron__233

Author Denancé, Michel

Copyright Denancé, Michel
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Subject Sister Brigitte de Singly, Paul Vincent, Renzo Piano
and the team visiting the site

Date 2011-06

Image code ron__249

Author Denancé, Michel

Copyright Denancé, Michel
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Subject Construction site

Date 2011

Image code ron__334

Author Bolle, Florian

Copyright Renzo Piano Building Workshop
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Subject Aerial view

Date 2012-07-18

Image code ron__598

Author Engel, Georges

Copyright Renzo Piano Building Workshop
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Subject The path to the porterie

Date 2012-06-28

Image code ron__568

Author Denancé, Michel

Copyright Denancé, Michel
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Subject Exterior view from the 'porterie'

Date 2012-06-28

Image code ron__518

Author Denancé, Michel

Copyright Denancé, Michel
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Subject Exterior view of the 'porterie'

Date 2011-10-01

Image code ron__486

Author Denancé, Michel

Copyright Denancé, Michel
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Subject Guesthouse cell, view from the winter garden

Date 2011-10-01

Image code ron__493

Author Denancé, Michel

Copyright Denancé, Michel
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Subject Exterior view of the nunnery

Date 2011-09-08

Image code ron__469

Author Denancé, Michel

Copyright Denancé, Michel
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Subject Parlour

Date 2011-09-08

Image code ron__466

Author Denancé, Michel

Copyright Denancé, Michel
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Subject The community hall

Date 2011-09-08

Image code ron__470

Author Denancé, Michel

Copyright Denancé, Michel
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Subject Break room with its patio

Date 2011-10-02

Image code ron__507

Author Denancé, Michel

Copyright Denancé, Michel
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Subject The Oratory

Date 2012-06-28

Image code ron__514

Author Denancé, Michel

Copyright Denancé, Michel
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Subject View of the winter garden

Date 2012-06-28

Image code ron__538

Author Denancé, Michel

Copyright Denancé, Michel
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Subject Interior view of a cell through the winter garden

Date 2011

Image code ron_705

Author Denancé, Michel

Copyright Denancé, Michel
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Disegni

Title -

Scale -

Size A4

Date 2007/09/10

Drawing number -
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Drawing code Rhp-rp_038b

Author Renzo Piano

Copyright Renzo Piano 
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Title -

Scale -

Size A4

Date 2007/10/08

Drawing number -

Drawing code Rhp-rp_040
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Author Renzo Piano

Copyright Renzo Piano 
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Title Ronchamp

Scale -

Size A4

Date 2008/08/10

Drawing number -

Drawing code Rhp-rp_133
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Author Renzo Piano

Copyright Renzo Piano 
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Title -

Scale -

Size A4

Date 2008/08

Drawing number -

Drawing code Rhp-rp_135
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Author Renzo Piano

Copyright Renzo Piano 
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Title Ronchamp

Scale -

Size A3

Date 2008/05/15

Drawing number -

Drawing code Rhp-rp_179

Author Renzo Piano

Copyright Renzo Piano 
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Title Plan masse / Site plan

Scale 1:500

Size A0

Date 2012/05/10

Drawing number -

Drawing code RON_DW_159

Author Renzo Piano Building Workshop Architects

Copyright Renzo Piano Building Workshop Architects
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Title Plan niveau haut / High level plan

Scale 1:200

Size A0

Date 2012/05/10

Drawing number -

Drawing code RON_DW_160

Author Renzo Piano Building Workshop Architects

Copyright Renzo Piano Building Workshop Architects
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Title Plan niveau bas /  Low level plan

Scale 1:200

Size A0

Date 2012/05/10

Drawing number -

Drawing code RON_DW_161

Author Renzo Piano Building Workshop Architects

Copyright Renzo Piano Building Workshop Architects
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Title Coupe longitudinale sœur-hébergement /
Longitudinal section of the nun hosting

Scale 1:100

Size A0

Date 2009/07/29

Drawing number RON-A-2010

Drawing code RON_DW_040

Author Renzo Piano Building Workshop Architects

Copyright Renzo Piano Building Workshop Architects
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Title -

Scale -

Size A4

Date 2011/09/01

Drawing number -

Drawing code Rhp-rp_201
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Author Renzo Piano

Copyright Renzo Piano 
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Title -

Scale -

Size A4

Date 2009/08/17

Drawing number -

Drawing code Rhp-rp_207
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Author Renzo Piano

Copyright Renzo Piano 
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Title Ronchamp les cellules des soeurs

Scale -

Size A4

Date 2011/06/26

Drawing number -

Drawing code Rhp-rp_193
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Author Renzo Piano

Copyright Renzo Piano 
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Title L'élévation de la façade-chambre de soeurs

Scale -

Size A4

Date 2011/06/26

Drawing number -

Drawing code Rhp-rp_122

Author Renzo Piano

Copyright Renzo Piano 
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Title Plan cellule / Plan cell

Scale 1:20

Size A1

Date 2012/06/22

Drawing number -

Drawing code RON_DW_165

Author Renzo Piano Building Workshop Architects

Copyright Renzo Piano Building Workshop Architects

                            41 / 55



    Fondazione Renzo Piano
    Ronchamp Gatehouse and Monastery

Title Coupe cellule / Section of the cell

Scale 1:20

Size A1

Date 2012/06/14

Drawing number

Drawing code RON_DW_164

Author Renzo Piano Building Workshop Architects

Copyright Renzo Piano Building Workshop Architects
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Title Ronchamp - l'oratoire des soeurs Clarisse

Scale -

Size A4

Date 2011/06/26

Drawing number -

Drawing code Rhp-rp_194
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Author Renzo Piano

Copyright Renzo Piano 
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Title L'oratoire des soeurs Clarisse

Scale -

Size A4

Date 2011/09/01

Drawing number -

Drawing code Rhp-rp_196
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Author Renzo Piano

Copyright Renzo Piano 
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Title Plan oratoire / Plan of the oratory

Scale 1:50

Size A1

Date 2012/05/10

Drawing number -

Drawing code RON_DW_166

Author Renzo Piano Building Workshop Architects

Copyright Renzo Piano Building Workshop Architects
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Title Coupe oratoire / Section of the oratory

Scale 1:50

Size A1

Date 2012/06/14

Drawing number -

Drawing code RON_DW_167

Author Renzo Piano Building Workshop Architects

Copyright Renzo Piano Building Workshop Architects
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Title Coupe sœur-fraternité / Section of the sœur-
fraternité

Scale 1:50

Size A0

Date 2010/05/11

Drawing number RON-A-2003

Drawing code RON_DW_033

Author Renzo Piano Building Workshop Architects

Copyright Renzo Piano Building Workshop Architects

                            49 / 55



    Fondazione Renzo Piano
    Ronchamp Gatehouse and Monastery

Title Détail beton cheminée porterie / Detail of the
concrete chimney in the gatehouse

Scale 1:20

Size A0

Date 2011/02/21

Drawing number RON-A-4125

Drawing code RON_DW_070

Author Renzo Piano Building Workshop Architects

Copyright Renzo Piano Building Workshop Architects
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Title Garde-corps changements épaisseur /
Developments of the depth railing

Scale 1:50

Size A3

Date 2011/02/02

Drawing number BLT-032

Drawing code RON_DW_187

Author Renzo Piano Building Workshop Architects

Copyright Renzo Piano Building Workshop Architects
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Modelli

Title Cell nun / Cella delle suore

Date 2006-03

Model Code RON_MD_004

Scale 1:20

Model Author RPBW - Renzo Piano Building Workshop Architects
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Title Gatehouse study / Studio della portineria

Date 2009-03

Model Code RON_MD_017

Scale 1:100

Model Author RPBW - Renzo Piano Building Workshop Architects
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Title Bas-relief / Bassorilievo

Date -

Model Code RON_MD_038

Scale 1:200

Model Author RPBW - Renzo Piano Building Workshop Architects
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