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The “Prometeo” 
musical space
Lorenzo Ciccarelli
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Music, “the most immaterial architecture that exists”, is an 
unfailing source of interest and sphere of engagement for Renzo 

with musicians, composers and conductors, ranging from Salvatore 
Accardo to Maurizio Pollini, Pierre Boulez, Luciano Berio,  Luigi 
Nono and Claudio Abbado. The lightness of sound, the meditated 

Luigi Nono, 
Massimo Cacciari and 
Renzo Piano observing the 
stages of the assembly 
of the musical space for 
Prometeo.

_Plan and 

machinery in the church of 
San Lorenzo in Venice.
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Cacciari with passages from authors ancient and modern ranging 

the lightness of the components and their suppleness when 

Laminated wood 
elements.

The laminated 
wood structure during the 
assembly.
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that turn into pillars so that the whole forms a veritable sound box. 

The architectural space was intended to bring out the musical 
experimentalism of Prometeo. Piano also decided to invert the 

stage, placing the audience  rather than the orchestra or singers at 

series of video monitors.

The musical space 
in the nave of the church of 
San Lorenzo.
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in which it was assembled. The side panels were  composed of a 

the sound. 

was dismantled and reassembled a few months later in the former 

The 
musicians taking their 
places for rehearsals in 

where they were conducted 
remotely by Claudio Abbado 
via monitors.

Photo 9_Spectators at the 
center of the musical space, 
a few minutes before the 
performance of “Prometeo”.
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PHOTO CREDITS

Photo 1, cover_Luigi Nono, Massimo Cacciari and Renzo Piano observing the stages of the 
assembly of the musical space for Prometeo, 1984.

Photo 4, pag. 5_Laminated wood elements, 1984.

Photo 5, pag. 5_The laminated wood structure during the assembly, 1984.

Photo 6, pag. 7_The musical space in the nave of the church of San Lorenzo, 1984.

where they were conducted remotely by Claudio Abbado via monitors, 1984.
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where they were conducted remotely by Claudio Abbado via monitors, 1984.

del “Prometeo”, 1984.


