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Beyeler Foundation Museum

  
  

In 1991, Ernst Beyeler addressed Renzo Piano to commission the design of a
museum to accommodate his outstanding collection of modern art. Beyeler's
request is a museum entirely illuminated by natural light and surrounded by
greenery. The building has a very strict plan: four masters of the same length,
oriented in the north-south direction, run parallel to the wall of the enclosure and
neatly mark the succession of the exhibition spaces that originate from the central
atrium. Natural light penetrates through the filtering surfaces of the roofing system
that "flies" above the walls. The roof is somewhat independent of the building:
supported by the metal structure, it extends far beyond the perimeter defined by
the walls.
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Dati Progetto

Design 1991 - 1994

Construction 1994 - 1997

Site Area 16808 m2

Total floor area 4636 m2

Height 8,25 m (4,8 m internal height in exhibtion
galleries)

Floors 1 + 1 basement

Total exhibition area 3764 m2

Collection 2496 m2

Temporary exhibition 1268 m2

  

Credits

Client Beyeler Foundation

Architect Renzo Piano Building Workshop, architects in
association with Burckhardt + Partner AG, Basel

Consultants Preliminary Design: Ove Arup & Partners (structure
and services)

Phase One: Ove Arup & Partners, C. Burger +
Partner AG (structure); Bogenschütz AG
(plumbing); J. Forrer AG (HVAC); Elektrizitäts AG
(electrical engineering); J. Wiede, Schönholzer +
Stauffer (landscaping)

Phase Two: C. Burger + Partner AG (structure);
Bogenschütz AG (plumbing); J. Forrer AG (HVAC);
Elektrizitäts AG (electrical engineering);
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Schönholzer + Stauffer (landscaping)
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Immagini

Subject Aerial view of the building in the site

Date -

Image code Bey_107

Author -

Copyright RPBW - Renzo Piano Building Workshop Architects
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Subject Villa adjacent to the building within the site

Date -

Image code Bey_141

Author -

Copyright RPBW - Renzo Piano Building Workshop Architects
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Subject Bernard Plattner, Renzo Piano and Ernst Beyeler

Date 1997-07

Image code Bey_078

Author -

Copyright RPBW - Renzo Piano Building Workshop Architects
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Subject Inside building view under construction

Date -

Image code Bey_273

Author -

Copyright RPBW - Renzo Piano Building Workshop Architects
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Subject Building under construction with transparent flat
roof

Date -

Image code Bey_278

Author -

Copyright RPBW - Renzo Piano Building Workshop Architects
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Subject Interior and glass roof detail under construction

Date -

Image code Bey_301

Author Denancé, Michel

Copyright Denancé, Michel
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Subject Glass roof detail under construction

Date -

Image code Bey_300

Author Denancé, Michel

Copyright Denancé, Michel
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Subject Construction phase of the roof

Date -

Image code Bey_094

Author -

Copyright RPBW - Renzo Piano Building Workshop Architects
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Subject Construction phase of the roof. Fixing the
sunshades to their support

Date -

Image code Bey_096

Author -

Copyright RPBW - Renzo Piano Building Workshop Architects
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Subject Construction phase of the roof. Fixing the
sunshades to their support

Date -

Image code Bey_099

Author -

Copyright RPBW - Renzo Piano Building Workshop Architects
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Subject Detail of the glass sheds which make the
transparent structure of the roof

Date -

Image code Bey_100

Author Berengo Gardin, Gianni

Copyright Berengo Gardin, Gianni
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Subject Construction site view

Date -

Image code Bey_332

Author Denancé, Michel

Copyright Denancé, Michel
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Subject Detail of the walls under construction. 

Date -

Image code Bey_279

Author -

Copyright RPBW - Renzo Piano Building Workshop Architects
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Subject Aereal view of the building and the site

Date -

Image code Bey_103

Author -

Copyright RPBW - Renzo Piano Building Workshop Architects
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Subject View of the building from the surrounding green
space

Date -

Image code Bey_113

Author Denancé, Michel

Copyright Denancé, Michel
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Subject View of the pedestrian and cycle path outside the
building

Date 1998-10

Image code Bey_181

Author Denancé, Michel

Copyright Denancé, Michel
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Subject External walls detail

Date 1998-10

Image code Bey_181

Author Denancé, Michel

Copyright Denancé, Michel
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Subject External view from the garden

Date

Image code Bey_111

Author Denancé, Michel

Copyright Denancé, Michel
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Subject Garden and water mirror view

Date 2002-05

Image code Bey_183

Author Denancé, Michel

Copyright Denancé, Michel
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Subject The sides and bottom of the window frames are
concealed so that the floor and walls extend
smooth to pond and stone-faced walls outside,
indivisibly interlocking interior and exterior,
architecture and nature

Date -

Image code Bey_183

Author Denancé, Michel

Copyright Denancé, Michel
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Subject The central part of the southern galleries is longer
than to those to either side so as to accomodate
Monet’s Water lilies in an ideal continuity with the
water lilies in the pond outside.

Date -

Image code Bey_091

Author Denancé, Michel

Copyright Denancé, Michel
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Subject View of an interior space

Date -

Image code Bey_127

Author Denancé, Michel

Copyright Denancé, Michel
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Subject Looking est in small-double-width gallery

Date -

Image code Bey_040

Author Denancé, Michel

Copyright Denancé, Michel
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Subject Interior view of a gallery

Date 2002-05-01

Image code Bey_198

Author Denancé, Michel

Copyright Denancé, Michel
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Disegni

Title -

Scale -

Date (2009)

Drawing number -

Drawing code BEY-rp_068
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Author Renzo Piano

Copyright Renzo Piano
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Title -

Scale -

Size A3

Date (2009)

Drawing number -

Drawing code BEY-rp_040

Author Renzo Piano

Copyright Renzo Piano
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Title -

Scale -

Size 21x17 cm

Date (2009)

Drawing number -

Drawing code BEY-rp_044

Author Renzo Piano
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Copyright Renzo Piano
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Title Beyeler la vue de Sud

Scale -

Size A3

Date (2009)

Drawing number -

Drawing code BEY-rp_039

Author Renzo Piano

Copyright Renzo Piano
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Title Site Plan

Scale 1:500

Date 1999/03/04

Drawing number 1000_E

Drawing code BEY_DW_028

Author Renzo Piano Building Workshop

Copyright Renzo Piano Building Workshop
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Title  East Elevation

Scale 1:200

Date 1999/03/29

Drawing number 1015E

Drawing code BEY_DW_008

Author Renzo Piano Building Workshop

Copyright Renzo Piano Building Workshop
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Title (West Elevation)

Scale 1:200

Date 1999/03/29

Drawing number 1016E

Drawing code BEY_DW_008

Author Renzo Piano Building Workshop

Copyright Renzo Piano Building Workshop
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Title North Elevation

Scale 1:100

Date 1999/02/26

Drawing number 1013

Drawing code BEY_DW_012

Author Renzo Piano Building Workshop

Copyright Renzo Piano Building Workshop
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Title South Elevation

Scale 1:50

Date 1995/11/30

Drawing number 1014

Drawing code BEY_DW_013

Author Renzo Piano Building Workshop

Copyright Renzo Piano Building Workshop

                            38 / 53



    Fondazione Renzo Piano
    Beyeler Foundation Museum

Title Section 42 North

Scale 1:50

Date 1999/09/11

Drawing number 1031

Drawing code BEY_DW_029

Author Renzo Piano Building Workshop

Copyright Renzo Piano Building Workshop
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Title High Sun Breeze - Top Bracket

Scale 1:1

Date 1995/03/30

Drawing number 105

Drawing code BEY_DW_019

Author Renzo Piano Building Workshop

Copyright Renzo Piano Building Workshop
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Title High Sun Breeze - Low support

Scale 1:1

Date 1995/03/30

Drawing number 106

Drawing code BEY_DW_025

Author Renzo Piano Building Workshop

Copyright Renzo Piano Building Workshop
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Title Entrance Hall

Scale 1:20

Date 1996/05/28

Drawing number 1054

Drawing code BEY_DW_026

Author Renzo Piano Building Workshop

Copyright Renzo Piano Building Workshop
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Title Fixing solar shading

Scale 1:1

Date 1996/01/23

Drawing number 114

Drawing code BEY_DW_027

Author Renzo Piano Building Workshop

Copyright Renzo Piano Building Workshop
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Modelli

Title General plan study model

Date 1992-03-01

Model Code BEY_MD_009_T

Scale 1:200

Model Author RPBW - Renzo Piano Building Workshop Architects
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Title General plan study model

Date 1992-12-01

Model Code BEY_MD_010_Z

Scale 1:200

Model Author RPBW - Renzo Piano Building Workshop Architects
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Title Galleries study model

Date 1992-12-01

Model Code BEY_MD_028_F

Scale 1:20

Model Author RPBW - Renzo Piano Building Workshop Architects
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Title General plan study model

Date 1993-02-01

Model Code BEY_MD_008_Z

Scale 1:200

Model Author RPBW - Renzo Piano Building Workshop Architects
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Title General plan study model

Date 1992-12-01

Model Code BEY_MD_027_T

Scale 1:20

Model Author RPBW - Renzo Piano Building Workshop Architects
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Title Gallery lighting study bas relief

Date 1994-06-01

Model Code BEY_MD_030_F

Scale

Model Author RPBW - Renzo Piano Building Workshop Architects
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Title Detailed roof study model

Date 1994-09-01

Model Code BEY_MD_013_T

Scale 1:10

Model Author RPBW - Renzo Piano Building Workshop Architects
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Title General plan and roof study model

Date 1994-12-01

Model Code BEY_MD_039_D

Scale N/A

Model Author RPBW - Renzo Piano Building Workshop Architects
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Title Detailed roof study model

Date 1996-01-01

Model Code BEY_MD_012_T

Scale 1:5

Model Author RPBW - Renzo Piano Building Workshop Architects
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